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ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

PRS-01 SP-02 PM-04 NSC-05 SS-15 /046 W 

099334 

R 180716Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO USIA WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 2552 

UNCLAS TOKYO 1 1439 

USIAC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: SANKEI TELEPHONE POLL ON PPOT-WAR JAPAN 

SUMMARY: SANKEI SHIMBUN, IN AUGUST 1 1 TELEPHONE POLL KEYED TO 
30TH ANNIVERSAY OF WAR'S END, PROBED VIEWS ON POSTWAR JAPAN 
WITH TOKYO-OSAKA URBAN SAMPLE OF 934 RESPONDENTS. (A) ABOUT 
HALF (53 PERCENT) EXPRESSED VIEW THAT AFTER ALL IT WAS GOOD 
JAPAN LOST WAR. (B) WHILE ONLY 8 PERCENT SAID BEING OCCUPIED BY 
U.S. FORCES WAS GOOD, 57 PERCENT SAID IT WAS BETTER THAN OCCUPATION 
BY SOME OTHER COUNTRY. THIS LATTER VIEW WAS HELD BY ONLY ABOUT 
ONE THIRD OF RESPONDENTS UNDER TWENTY YEARS, BUT BY OVER 
70 PERCENT OF THOSE FORTY YEAS OR OVER. BY POLITICAL PARTY 
SUPPORT, THIS PREFERENCE FOR U.S. OCCUPATION HIGHEST AMONG DSP 
MEMBERS (75 PERCENT), FOLLOWED BY KOMEITO (68 PERCENT), LDP 
(63 PERCENT), JSP (48 PERCENT) AND JCP 43 PERCENT). (C) 

ASKED ABOUT HOW JAPAN MAY LOOK TODAY IN EYES OF FOREIGNERS, ONLY 
ABOUT ONE FIFTH (21 PERCENT) CHOSE FAVORABLE DESCRIPTIVES, 

WHILE ALMOST THREE FIFTHS SELECTED SUCH DESCRIPTIVES AS "WEAK," 
"MYSTERIOUS" OR "INCLINED TO ACT RASHLY." 

FUL TEXT QUESTIONS AND FINDINGS: 

1. AFTER ALL, DO YOU THINK IT GOOD THAT JAPAN LOST WAR, 

OR DON’T YOU THINK SO?: (A) THINK IT GOOD, 53; (B) DON'T 
THINK SO, 8; (C) CANNOT SAY EITHER WAY, 33; (D) DK, 6. 
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2. ARE YOU TRYING TO HEAR OR TELL AS MUCH AS YOU CAN ABOUT 
HORRIBLE AND PAINFUL EXPERIENCES OF WAR, OR ARE YOU RATHER 
TRYING NOT TO HEAR OR TELL ABUT SUCH STORIES?: (A) TRYING 

TO HEAR OR TELL ABOUT SUCH STORIES, 51: (B) RATHER TRYING 
NOT TO HEAR OR TELL ABOUT SUCH STORIES, 29; (C) DK/NA, 20. 

3. AFTER ITS DEFEAT, JAPAN WAS OCCUPIED BY AMERICAN FOR 
CONSIDERABLE PERIOD. WHAT DO YOU THINK OF AMERICAN 
OCCUPATION?: (A) IT WAS GOOD THING, 8; (B) BETTR THAN 
BEING OCCUPIED BY SOME OTHER COUNTRY, 57; (C) IT WAS NOT 
GOOD THING, 18; (D) DK, 17. 

4. DURING OCCUPATION. AMERICAN COMMANDING GENERAL MACARTHUR 
RATED JAPANESE MENTALAGE AND CULTURAL LEVEL AT THOSE OF 
"TWELVE- YEAR-OLD CHILDREN." AT WHAT AGE DO YOU RATE 
JAPANESE OR TODAY?: (A) STILL 12 YEARS OLD, 6; (B) ABOUT 

15 YEARS OLD, 11: (C) ABOUT 20, 27; (D) ABOUT 30, 10; 

(E) OVER 30, 7; (F) UNDER 12 YEARS OLD, 4; (G) DK, 35. 

5. HOW DO YOU THINK JAPAN TODAY MAY LOOK IN THE EYES 
OF FOREIGNERS?: (A) EXCELLENT COUNTRY, 1 1 ; (B) MYSTERIOUS 
COUNTRY. 4; (C) COURTEOUS COUNTRY. 4; (D) PEACE-LOVING 
COUNTRY. 17; (E) WEIRD COUNTRY, 16; (F) COUNTRY LIABLE 

TO ACT RASHLY. 13; (G) NONSENSICAL COUNTRY. 22; 

(H) WEAK COUNTRY. 2; (I) OTHER 4; (J) DK. 7. 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WAR, PUBLIC OPINION POLLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 AUG 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975T0KY01 1439 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750284-0566 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750842/aaaabkqr.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 MAR 2003 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <1 9 FEB 2004 by ellisoob>; APPROVED <1 9 FEB 2004 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SANKEI TELEPHONE POLL ON PPOT-WAR JAPAN SUMMARY: SANKEI SHIMBUN, IN AUGUST 1 1 TELEPHONE POLL KEYED TO 
TAGS: SOPN, JA, US 
To: USIA 
Type: TE 
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